).
102
It is now clear that during overt infection T. bryosalmonae severely reduces statoblast 103 production, causes malformation of statoblasts and thus almost entirely castrates the infected 104 zooids of its main bryozoan host, Fredericella sultana (Hartikainen et al. 2013) . T. 
114

MATERIALS AND METHODS
115
The occurrence and extent of infection of statoblasts 116 F. sultana colonies associated with submerged tree roots were collected from the River Lohr,
117
Germany (50°01'08'' N; 09°32'43'' E) on the 1 st of August 2011 and from the Rivers Avon
118
(11°27'32'' N; 41°46'29'' E) and Dun (16°86'07'' N; 43°42'63'' E) food provided to F. sultana colonies and the remaining 20% was comprised of the other algae.
129
Food was provided daily by adding 500 ml of the algal culture (concentration of 6.5 to 7.5 x 130 10 6 cells/ml) to the bucket and the water was changed every week. Statoblasts from the River Lohr were diagnosed using a nested PCR with 5F (5'-
160
CCTATTCAATTGAGTAGGAGA-3') and 6R (5'-GGACCTTACTCGTTTCCGACC-3')
161
( Kent et al. 1998) in the first round, followed by a second round PCR using PKD-real F (5'-162 TGTCGATTGGACACTGCATG-3') and PKD-real R (5'-ACGTCCGCAAACTTACAGCT-163 3') (Grabner and El-Matbouli, 2009 We conducted a laboratory-based transmission study using bryozoan colonies originated from were transferred back to their aquarium and fed with commercial fish feed. F. sultana 187 colonies were maintained in culture systems (buckets; see above) after the 8 hof cohabitation.
188
These colonies were then allowed to grow on following exposure to fish until they produced 189 statoblasts. Statoblasts were collected from these colonies, washed and placed in distilled
190
water for 24 h at 4 0 C.
191
Statoblasts produced by colonies exposed to infected fish were used in a study to address 
198
The aquaria were checked daily for fish mortality and extraordinary behaviour. After co- sampled for DNA extraction and T. bryosalmonae-specific PCR assays using 5F and 6R
202
primer sets.
203
Immunohistochemistry was performed on 30 statoblasts collected from the colonies exposed 204 to fish (described above) and from uninfected colonies deriving from our laboratory stock. 
